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DOCUMENT CUCS # 21B
CSP200723(3)Granados-Nasaiya-Torres
Granados-Cosme J, Nasaiya K, Torres A. Actores sociales en la prevención
del VIH/SIDA: oposiciones e intereses en la política educativa en México,
1994-2000. [Social Actors in the Prevention of HIV/AIDS: Oppositions and
Interests in the Education Policy in Mexico from 1994-2000.] Cadernos de
Saúde Pública (Rio de Janeiro, Brasil) 2007; 23(3): 535-544.
Objectives: To identify the social actors involved in defining the subject matter
concerning sexuality and HIV/AIDS education in secular schools in Mexico.
Methodology: Documentary investigation with archival sources. The authors
utilized discourse analysis focusing on the ethnography of communication. They
identified the transmitter, theme, position of the transmitter, arguments utilized,
demands that they made and actions that were generated. In order to analyze
the economic and political power of the actors, the information was gathered
from the web site portal of each organization, and they identified its political
affiliation, economic resources and connections.
Results: The authors demonstrate that the National Union for Parents of
Families (UNPF), the National Committee for PRO-LIFE (PROVIDA), the
hierarchy of the Catholic Church, and the Employers’ Confederation of Mexico
(Coparmex) are the principal actors opposing the introduction of themes on
sexuality and the promotion of the use of condoms in free educational textbooks.
The organizations are shaped by people of high economic status and linked to
the catholic Opus Dei and to powerful businesses and corporations such as the
Modelo and Bimbo groups. They also found that certain representatives of these
groups simultaneously belong to the National Action Party (PAN). The authors
identify three groups as the social actors that assume a particular position and
influence educational policy: opponents, instigators, and executors. The authors
show that the “opponents” dominate the public debate; they see the Secretary of
Public Education (SEP) as the executors who, without adopting a neutral
position, mediate between the two groups. The authors argue that this is the
struggle between traditional and modern positions.
Conclusions: The authors demonstrate that although there have been advances
in the inclusion of themes about sexuality and the prevention of HIV/AIDS in free
educational textbooks, they exclude themes about differences between sex and
gender, sexual diversity, gender equality and the use of condoms. For the
authors, these deficiencies and pending themes can be attributed, in certain
ways, to the actions of the opposing groups, which are characterized by having
economic and political power and extending their networks to include religious
groups, the National Action Party (PAN), legislators, and employers.

